
 

 

Summary of The Faerie Queene 

The Faerie Queene, an epic poem by Edmund Spenser published in 1590 and 1596, is an 

allegorical celebration of Elizabethan virtues, structured as a series of six books, each 

focusing on a knight representing a specific virtue, such as Holiness (Redcrosse Knight) or 

Temperance (Sir Guyon). Written in Spenserian stanza, the poem follows the knights’ 

quests in the mythical land of Faerie, ruled by the glorious Queen Gloriana, who symbolizes 

Queen Elizabeth I. The narrative weaves chivalric adventures, moral challenges, and battles 

against vices like Duessa (deceit) and Archimago (hypocrisy), blending Arthurian legend, 

Christian allegory, and Renaissance ideals. Though incomplete, the poem aims to instruct 

through its moral and political allegories. 

The work explores themes of virtue, honor, and the struggle between good and evil, with 

each knight’s journey symbolizing the cultivation of moral excellence. Spenser’s rich 

imagery and complex allegories reflect both personal and national aspirations, making The 

Faerie Queene a monumental work of English literature. 

Important Facts for The Faerie Queene 

1. Each book of the poem corresponds to a specific virtue, with Book I focusing on 

Holiness, embodied by the Redcrosse Knight, and Book II on Temperance, 

represented by Sir Guyon. 

2. The Spenserian stanza, a nine-line form with the rhyme scheme ABABBCBCC, is a 

distinctive feature, blending narrative flow with lyrical complexity. 

3. The poem serves as a political allegory, praising Queen Elizabeth I as Gloriana and 

addressing contemporary issues like religious conflict and courtly ideals. 

Important Quotations for The Faerie Queene 

1. “A Gentle Knight was pricking on the plaine, / Ycladd in mightie armes and silver 

shielde” (Book I, Canto I, lines 1–2, introducing the Redcrosse Knight). 

2. “Vaine is the art of man to cover sinne” (Book I, Canto VII, line 414, reflecting on the 

futility of hiding moral flaws). 

3. “For there is nothing lost, that may be found, if sought” (Book V, Canto II, line 39, 

emphasizing perseverance and moral pursuit). 

  


