Harch Singh’ ¢ Clagces “Literature

Short Summary of Othello by William
Shakespeare

Othello, a gripping tragedy by William Shakespeare, explores themes of jealousy, betrayal,
and racial prejudice. Othello, a Moorish general in the Venetian army, earns renown for his
valor and marries Desdemona, a senator’s daughter, despite societal disapproval. lago,
Othello’s envious ensign, resents Othello’s success and suspects him of seducing his wife,
Emilia. Driven by malice, lago orchestrates a scheme to convince Othello that Desdemona is
unfaithful with Cassio, Othello’s loyal lieutenant. Through manipulation, including planting a
handkerchief as false evidence, lago exploits Othello’s insecurities about his race and
outsider status, igniting a consuming jealousy.

As Othello’s trust erodes, his love for Desdemona turns to rage, leading him to demote
Cassio and confront his wife with baseless accusations. Desdemona, unaware of the plot,
pleads her innocence, but Othello, blinded by lago’s lies, spirals into paranoia. Meanwhile,
lago manipulates Roderigo, a foolish suitor of Desdemona, to further his schemes, sowing
chaos in Cyprus. The tragedy climaxes with Othello’s devastating decision to murder
Desdemona, only to learn too late of lago’s deception through Emilia’s revelations.
Overwhelmed by guilt and betrayal, Othello’s world collapses, culminating in a cascade of
violence and self-destruction. Othello probes the fragility of trust and the destructive power
of envy, leaving a haunting portrait of human vulnerability.

Important Characters in Othello

Othello — The tragic protagonist, a Moorish general whose insecurities and trust in lago lead
to his downfall.

lago — Othello’s cunning ensign, whose jealousy and malice drive the play’s destructive plot.

Desdemona — Othello’s devoted wife, falsely accused of infidelity, embodying loyalty and
innocence.

Cassio — Othello’s honorable lieutenant, unwittingly used by lago to fuel Othello’s jealousy.

Emilia — lago’s wife and Desdemona’s attendant, who exposes her husband’s treachery too
late.

Roderigo — A gullible Venetian in love with Desdemona, manipulated by lago for his own
ends.
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What is lago’s primary motivation for destroying Othello?
A) Revenge for being passed over for promotion and personal grudges
B) A desire to win Desdemona’s love
C) Loyalty to the Venetian state
D) Fear of Othello’s military power
Answer: A) Revenge for being passed over for promotion and personal grudges

Explanation: lago resents Othello for promoting Cassio and harbors unfounded
suspicions about Othello and Emilia, fueling his malicious scheme.

Which character says, “O, beware, my lord, of jealousy; It is the green-eyed monster”?
A) Desdemona
B) Emilia
C) lago
D) Cassio
Answer: C) lago

Quotation Context: Spoken by lago to Othello, this ironic warning plants the seed of
jealousy, as lago manipulates Othello’s emotions while pretending to be his
confidant.

What is the significance of the quotation, “l am not what | am”?
A) It reflects Othello’s identity crisis as a Moor.
B) It reveals lago’s deceptive nature and hidden motives.
C) It expresses Desdemona’s confusion about her fate.
D) It describes Cassio’s regret after losing his rank.
Answer: B) It reveals lago’s deceptive nature and hidden motives.

Quotation Context: Spoken by lago early in the play, this line encapsulates his
duplicity, as he presents himself as loyal while plotting betrayal, setting the stage for
the tragedy.
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