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Summary 

Published in 1929, A Farewell to Arms is a poignant love story set against the 

backdrop of World War I. The novel follows Frederic Henry, an American 

ambulance driver in the Italian army, and Catherine Barkley, an English nurse. 

Their romance blossoms amidst the chaos of war, but their happiness is short-

lived as they face personal and external tragedies. Hemingway's spare prose 

and vivid imagery capture the disillusionment of the "Lost Generation," 

exploring themes of love, loss, and the futility of war. 

Important Facts 

1. The novel's title is inspired by a 16th-century poem by George Peele, 

reflecting themes of farewell and sacrifice. 

2. Hemingway drew on his own experiences as an ambulance driver during 

World War I to craft the story. 

3. A Farewell to Arms is considered one of Hemingway's greatest works, 

showcasing his mastery of understated yet powerful storytelling. 

  

  


