
 

 

Summary of Robinson Crusoe 

Robinson Crusoe, a novel by Daniel Defoe, published in 1719, is a fictional 

autobiography of an Englishman who, defying his family’s wishes, becomes a 

sailor and is shipwrecked on a deserted island for 28 years. Written in a 

straightforward prose style, the narrative follows Crusoe’s survival through 

resourcefulness, farming, and tool-making, as he grapples with isolation, fear, 

and spiritual reflection. His encounters with cannibals and his eventual rescue 

of a native, whom he names Friday, highlight themes of colonialism and human 

connection. Crusoe’s growing faith and self-reliance transform him, reflecting 

Defoe’s exploration of individual resilience and divine providence. The novel’s 

episodic structure and vivid detail create a gripping tale of adventure and 

introspection. 

The novel explores themes of survival, self-reliance, and the tension between 

individual ambition and divine will, often seen as an allegory for Puritan values 

and early capitalism. Robinson Crusoe is considered one of the first English 

novels, celebrated for its pioneering realism and enduring appeal as an 

adventure story. 

Important Facts for Robinson Crusoe 

1. Often regarded as one of the first English novels, it uses a realistic, first-

person narrative to create a believable account of survival and 

adventure. 

2. The novel reflects Defoe’s Puritan background, emphasizing themes of 

divine providence and repentance, with Crusoe’s isolation prompting 

spiritual growth. 

3. Crusoe’s relationship with Friday raises issues of colonialism, as he 

imposes European values on the native, reflecting 18th-century imperial 

attitudes. 

  


